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N E W S

Welcome to Scouts BSA 
 
Scouting family, we are once again at a historic milestone as we answer the call we heard
from so many of you: to make our iconic programs available to boys and girls. Since we
first announced this intention, the feeling of momentum in our movement has been
widespread. In the last year, we invited families to Cub Scouts and welcomed tens of
thousands of new young people to packs across the nation. Simultaneously, thousands of
professionals and volunteers have put in countless hours of hard work to prepare our older
youth program for the introduction of Scouts BSA.

I could not be more excited for what this means for our movement and for the next
generation of leaders in our nation. I fervently believe in the strength of our programs and
their ability to change lives. In just a few days, young men and women will be able to
benefit from our unique approach to character and leadership development through any of
our programs. At the same time, those who continue to provide Scouting to all-boy packs
and troops are supported in their decision to offer youth in their community that
opportunity. Regardless of unit-specific approaches, through Scouts BSA, more young
people than ever before will get to experience the benefits of camaraderie, confidence,
resilience, trustworthiness, courage and kindness. They will have the opportunity to
progress through a program that has been proven to build character and leadership.

This step better aligns our offerings with the needs of today’s families, who are busier than
ever and want their daughters and sons to be able to grow through activities that spark
their interest and imagination. Right now, most families in this country – 70 million children
– are not engaged with any character-building youth development program. Scouts BSA
can now help address that unmet need. Our country needs and deserves more young
people focused on the values that serve as the bedrock of our movement; duty to God and
country, with a desire to help other people at all times.

Thank you to every person whose efforts have brought us here. And thank you all in
advance for the energy and heart that I know you will put into giving new Scouts and their
families a warm welcome into our programs.

To those who are new, I am proud to welcome you, and to those that return, thank you for
being the heart of what makes our movement great. We are thrilled for the steps you take
today and for the journey and life lessons that await in the adventures ahead.

Yours in Scouting,

Mike

 
Many thanks to the following units for participating in the Holiday Toy
Drive: 
 
Packs 3707 and 3708 
Pack 3785 
Troop 730
Troop 750
Troop 754 
Thousand Oaks Rotary - $500 donation  
 
The total items donated by these generous scouts was 161 toys and gift cards. 
Your contributions helped to make the holidays brighter for many children in
need.  Support for the Kids is extremely grateful for all your help. 
 
Thank you again and please keep the toy drive in mind this year when planning
your community service events. 
 
YIS 
Mary Parker

Andrea McClellan promoted to Development post within Council 
 

Many of you work and service so diligently throughout the year and I want you to
know how much you are appreciated. I have seen and heard from many young men
that have mentioned that they have learned and loved their Scout leaders through
the years. Keep up the Solid love of the program and remember all your work is

worth it. 
  

If you were not at the District Dinner then you did not hear of a change that will
happen soon. As of January 1, 2019, I will no longer be serving Conejo Valley as

your District Executive. I will still be with the council, but I have been given the
opportunity to be able to focus on one thing as Council Development Director. I am
very excited about the challenge but scared about the expectations and happy that
I’ve had the last 4 years with Conejo Valley. I have loved working alongside you at

Camporee, Day Camp, Scouting for Food, Court of Honors, Pack Meetings, Joining
Nights, School functions, Recharters and many other activities. I felt the pain the last
few months as our Valley has been in such turmoil. However, knowing that we have

the best city we would be taken care of and in time we can heal.  We still have
Scouts to join, money to raise and more volunteers to bring aboard. 

  
You are still blessed with Don Cutler as your District Chair and a new District

Commissioner Mark Johnson. Mark has been a Unit Serving Commissioner for years
and has much to share.  Rod Lang has served as District Commissioner for 4 years

and will continue in the district but as our new District VP of Finance. 
 

Thanks, Andrea 
 

Peter Nystrom assumes Conejo Valley District Executive role during transition 
 

Peter Nystrom began his Professional Scouting Career in 1999 as a District
Executive with the Orange County Council in Santa Ana, CA where he was further
promoted to District Director in 2001. From there, Peter traveled eastward in 2004 to
the Connecticut Yankee Council, headquartered in Milford, CA, where he served as
Field Director. After a short stint in his old stomping grounds (East Coast), Peter
returned to California in 2007 to serve as Director of Development for the San
Gabriel Valley Council in Pasadena, CA. In 2010, Peter came to the Ventura County
Council as Assistant Scout Executive/C.O.O. and has proudly served in that role
since, all while having taken on an Interim District Executive assignment in every
District within the Council at least once. 
  
Peter is an Arrow of Light awardee from Cub Scout Pack 341 outside of Rochester,
NY and a proud Eagle Scout from Troop 89 near Boston, MA. He holds a BA in Art
from Lafayette College in Easton, PA and is a proud father of two awesome boys,
Tait and Lukas. As time permits, Peter also enjoys travel, cooking, golf, and art.   

Mark Johnson to head up District Commissioners in Conejo Valley

My mission as District Commissioner, is to enable your Unit Commissioners to be a valuable resource to
your Unit, helpful in planning, re-chartering, and achieving the goals of your Unit. Our charge, my
commitment, is to help our Conejo Valley Units succeed and grow.

I have been involved in Conejo Valley Scouting for over 20 years, first with Troop 730 in Newbury Park. I
served them as Scoutmaster for over 3 years, and remain active with them, currently registered as an
ASM. I have been Troop 754’s Unit Commissioner for over 10 years, and for Pack 3730, the past two
years. I hope these experiences have given me useful insights into the challenges facing our Conejo
Valley Unit Commissioners.

In addition to representing you as your District Commissioner, Backpacking & Rock Climbing are my
scouting related passions. T730 lets me join them on many of their backpacking outings. I also serve as
Chair of the Ventura County Council High Adventure Team Climbing Committee. Also, for many years
now, I have been the Conejo Valley Camporee Committee Events Chair. As recognition for my service to
Ventura County Council and Conejo Valley Scouting, I was awarded the Silver Beaver, several years ago.

My Scouting career started in the late 1960's with Troop 47 in Santa Ana, Calif. where I learned the ways
of scouting as a youth, and earned the rank of Eagle Scout in 1973. I have seen Scouting evolve over the
years into what it is today. A program that offers unique opportunities to hone leadership skills, build
character, and teach basic survival skills.  

During my Scouting career, I have conquered the challenges of 4 Philmont treks, summited Whitney
twice, cliimbed Half Dome(although I liked Clouds Rest best), as well as numerous additional Long Term
events, along with the associated training hikes that are a necessary requirement of any such Long Term
excursions. I hope my experiences can offer you a valuable resource, when planning similar outings of
your own. Program is what makes Scouting “click”.

My wife and I have lived in the Conejo Valley since 1997. My two children (1 son & 1 daughter) received
most of their elementary, and all of their intermediate and high school education in Newbury Park. My son
achieved his Eagle Rank in 2002. Both of my children are currently homeowners in Newbury Park. My
son, Chris, is a graduate of USC, and a Supply Chain Manager for a major pharmaceutical company. My
daughter, Katie, is a graduate of UCLA and an Intermediate School Teacher in Thousand Oaks. Her
husband is an Electrical Engineer. My daughter and her husband have made me proud with a grandson,
who I look forward to continuing in the Scouting tradition, in the not too distant future.

I enjoy working with all units and their leadership, particularly in the Conejo Valley. I love to watch units
grow and continuously improve in their respective programs. Scouting is a great movement, and I hope to
see more youth and adults take advantage of the positive influence it can have on their lives, our
community, our nation, and our world.

THIS DAY IN HISTORY- January 24

On January 24, 1908, the Boy Scouts movement begins in England with the
publication of the first installment of Robert Baden-Powell’s Scouting for Boys. The
name Baden-Powell was already well known to many English boys, and thousands

of them eagerly bought up the handbook. By the end of April, the serialization
of Scouting for Boys was completed, and scores of impromptu Boy Scout troops had

sprung up across Britain.

In 1900, Baden-Powell became a national hero in Britain for his 217-day defense of
Mafeking in the South African War. Soon after, Aids to Scouting, a military field

manual he had written for British soldiers in 1899, caught on with a younger
audience. Boys loved the lessons on tracking and observation and organized

elaborate games using the book. Hearing this, Baden-Powell decided to write a
nonmilitary field manual for adolescents that would also emphasize the importance of

morality and good deeds.

First, however, he decided to try out some of his ideas on an actual group of boys.
On July 25, 1907, he took a diverse group of 21 adolescents to Brownsea Island in
Dorsetshire where they set up camp for a fortnight. With the aid of other instructors,

he taught the boys about camping, observation, deduction, woodcraft, boating,
lifesaving, patriotism, and chivalry. Many of these lessons were learned through

inventive games that were very popular with the boys. The first Boy Scouts meeting
was a great success.

For years, many young women have looked on while their fathers and brothers took
part in amazing Boy Scout adventures – adventures those young women wished

they, too, could experience.

With the launch of the Scouts BSA program on February 1, that familiar story has a
new, fun-filled twist as young women prepare to join new Scouts BSA girl troops that

are getting revved up in communities right now. 

E V E N T S

 
Scouting for Food - Saturday, February 23 
 
Council Recognition Dinner - Tuesday, February 26 

 
Eagle Recognition Dinner - Tuesday, March 19

Camp 3 Falls 
 

Boy Scouts 
June 23 - June 29 
June 30 - July 6 
July 7 - July 13 
July 14 - July 20 

 
Webelos 

July 21 - July 24 
July 24 - July 27 

 
Reservations 

vc.tentaroo.com 

T R A I N I N G

Cub Scout Leader Specific Training - Sat., February 9
Scoutmaster Specific Training - Saturday, February 9
Trail Boss - Saturday, February 23
Climbing Instructor Training - Saturday, March 2
Wilderness First Aid Course - Saturday, March 23 

For more information follow this link to the Training page on the Website 
http://conejoscouts.org/training

 
Friends of Scouting (FOS) is our Council’s annual fundraising 
effort that gives families and interested individuals throughout 
the community an opportunity to contribute to Scouting in 
Ventura County to support the programs and services that 
transform young lives for the better.

 
Contribute Online at http://vccbsa.org 
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