
Scouting Is About Opportunities, Not Gender 

The Boy Scouts of America (BSA) is responding to the input 

of the potential customers. 
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With regard to Davia Temin’s “Don’t Let Your Girls Become Boy Scouts” (op-ed, Oct 25): The 

vast majority of the 215 national scouting programs are co-gendered. In fact, besides the U.S., 

only Pakistan, Nigeria and Saudi Arabia do not allow girls in their programs. Not exactly 

progressive company. 

The Boy Scouts of America (BSA) is responding to the input of the customers, families currently 

not involved in scouting who in a survey expressed 90% and 87% interest in having their 

daughters participate in Cub and Boy Scouts, respectively. This is not a hostile takeover. It is a 

company responding to a market that has incredible interest in its product but cannot currently 

get it. 

https://www.wsj.com/article_email/scouting-is-about-opportunities-not-gender-1509400060-lMyQjAxMTI3MzA3MTIwOTE3Wj/#comments_sector
https://www.wsj.com/articles/dont-let-your-girls-become-boy-scouts-1508883334


Girl Scouts have stated that they are not interested in a merger, and the BSA is fine with this. 

Both organizations will be competing for customers, and it is up to the organizations to deliver 

the best program for youth. This should be the goal of both organizations, instead of trying to 

maintain a monopoly based on gender. 

Edward C. Theobald II  

St. Louis  

The Cub Scouts already offer weekend camping events for the entire family. Many girls attend 

their brothers’ troop meetings because of family schedules but have to sit on the sidelines while 

the troop plans its outdoor activities and service projects. What the BSA said is true—it is 

responding to the wishes expressed by its members who want similar programs for their 

daughters. The National Organization for Women specifically asked the Boy Scouts to open a 

path to Eagle Scout for girls. Other nations’ scout organizations already include both genders. 

Parents have many options for their daughters: Girls Scouts, American Heritage Girls and the 

new BSA program. Let’s allow parents to choose the one that’s the best fit for their particular 

daughters and recognize the good that all of these groups do for America’s young people. 

Robin Fennema  

Tallahassee, Fla.  

As a female Venturing youth leader in the Venturing program of the Boy Scouts of America, I 

would greatly disagree with the assumption that “the BSA has no dedication to girls or girls’ 

leadership.” I have been guided and encouraged throughout my path to leadership by many 

members of the BSA, both male and female. The BSA Oath and Law has taught me many of the 

same morals and principles as are in the Girl Scout’s Mission Statement.  

With regard to the concerns of protection of the female members, in my experience as a young 

female in the BSA, I have received nothing but encouragement and guidance to become mature 

and independent. 

My experience has been entirely positive. While the fuss over this issue continues, my girl-led 

crew will be busy working on earning our 50-miler backpacking award. 

Flannery Fangman, age 15  

President of Venturing Crew 572  

Boy Scouts of America  

Granger, Ind.  

 


